
Network News 2013-14 

Autumn Term 2013 

St Lewis Catholic Primary School  
At St. Lewis' the Spanish group are learning Maria y Jose 
We are sending Christmas cards to our twin school in St Pons, each with the children’s own 
Christmas design and 2 sentences of information in French. 
We were going to have a cookery display by a French chef  

Cinnamon Brow CE Primary School 
We are practising 'un bonhomme de neige' in KS2 and 'douce nuit' in KS1. 

KS1 are making simple Christmas card with a traditional French greeting.  

KS2 will be looking at Epiphany celebrations in the New Year. 

 Cronton CE Primary School  

Ian Thomas writes ....I take the two German classes this year. 
Year 4 are doing some work on the Nativity scene, using the Playmobil figures we bought for 
MFL a few years ago. We will be looking at each character names, and then retelling the story - 
very simply!!. We are also going to learn 'Stern uber Bethlehem'. I've attached a photo I took of 
the crib scene. 
Year 6 will also be learning the carol, We will look at special German food for Christmas - I 
think a trip to Lidl is coming on!!! 
I am making a power point using the Playmobil characters, so will be using that for the 
Spanish Year3 group. We are learning La Marimorena as the carol. 

   

Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School 
Bernie Hallman writes ....I'll be celebrating St Nicolas’ day, with my Y2 class and also with 

Y6 on Friday- sharing a story and making card shoes to fill with sweets. 

The school will be singing Silent Night in French & German at Advent service and Year 5 & 6 

will sing  the carols in French in Golden Square, the town shopping arcade . 

 Holy Family Catholic Primary School Halewood 

Pupils at Holy Family School have been working really hard learning Christmas songs 



in Spanish to include in their Christmas concert next week. Year 1 and Year 2 will be 

singing Cascabel (Jingle Bells), Year 3 and Year 4 will be singing Frosty el muñeco de 

nieve (Frosty the snowman) and Y5 and Y6 will be singing Rodolfo el reno (Rudolph). 

They are especially looking forward to showing their parents and teachers what they 

have learnt in Spanish. 

St Margaret's CE Primary School 
Did you know that Father Christmas is 5736 years old and that he has a reindeer called 
Sparkle? Well the Y5 pupils at St Margaret's have been busy creating Christmas character 
concertinas and here is what they wrote !  

Christmas Characters.zip    

Beech Hill CP School Wigan 
The whole school have learned Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer in Spanish as part of their 
regular language learning lessons and are ready to sing this in their school Christmas 
concert.  
  

  

At Christchurch CE Primary  
KS2 are going to sing Douce Nuit as part of their Christmas service/celebration. 
KS1 will be looking at the nativity in French, and will be singing Twinkle Twinkle Little star. 
The whole of KS2 will take part in a whole school Christmas clapping game challenge based 
on the Spanish chocolate clapping game but using the phrase “Papa Noel” 

At St Wilfrid's CE Primary  
KS1 will also be looking at the Nativity, and   will be making Christmas mini books. 
KS 2 will be going “shopping” for Christmas presents, and will be finding out about a 
traditional French Christmas. 
All the school will practise and sing a variety of traditional   Christmas songs and games. 

At St Philips CE Primary School 
The whole school are all learning “ Douce Nuit, Sainte Nuit” ,in the hopes of singing it as a 
school at our Carol Concert! 
In KS1 the children are making French Christmas cards and linking the cards to the learning of 
colours. 
Year 3 are going to be making Christmas decorations labelled in French, plus learning actions 
to match Christmas words (then using these for a listening activity with the book Silence Pere 
Noel). 
Year 4 are learning words linked with the Nativity in French. 
Year 5 and 6 are learning about shops and toys and will be writing letters to Père Noel in 
French.  
All of KS2 learn will find out about Christmas traditions in France and the children and 
teachers   will discuss and compare French traditions with celebrations in Warrington! 
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At Birchwood CP School 
KS1 are going to find out about St Nicholas and play some games for their special Saint 
Nicolas lesson. 
Lower KS2  are going to go online and   look at the Toys r Us French website, and then they 
are going to make their Christmas lists for Santa ! 
Upper KS2 are going to investigate a typical French Christmas, and create their own special 
French Christmas meal menus. 

 St Andrew's CE Primary School  
In KS1 the children will be playing Christmas games, and thinking about the French words for 
colours and then looking at the colours on a French Christmas tree and playing a French 
Christmas tree beetle drive style game  

St Bridget's Catholic Primary School 
The school choir are singing the first verse of Away In A Manger in French at various concerts 
both in church and out in the community. 
Also we have sent Christmas cards with French Greetings to our partner school in France. 
Wendy de Corte 

Glazebury CE, Evelyn St, Bruche , St Monica's, Dallam CP and Penketh South  

Merry Christmas Celebrations in Ana's primary language schools - KS1 children are 

singing feliz navidad and KS2 children are singing noche de paz and  as part of their 

nativity celebrations Reception and Nursery are singing twinkle twinkle in Spanish ! 

The children are making 3D triangle Christmas  cards (Triarmas) 

St Ann's Catholic Primary School, Knowsley 
The school will be holding an UKS2 collective worship in French 
  

Latchford CE  
Tina Charnley the languages coordinator writes  
  
We are learning Silent Night in Spanish to sing in our school production, Jose, our language 
assistant has helped us! 
  
Year Six will skype the children in our link school in Malaga over the next few weeks to 
express Christmas wishes, getting things in place for our exchange visit in ;ate Spring 
2014.Jose will be  on hand for the translation in case we need it! 
We will be looking at Spanish traditions and talking to the Spanish children about our 
traditions and making comparisons.  
  



Cinnamon Brow CE School 
The school is practising 'un bonhomme de neige' in KS2 and 'douce nuit' in KS1.  
KS1 are making simple Christmas card with a traditional French greeting. 
KS2 will be looking at Epiphany celebrations in the New Year. 

At Woolston CP  

The children will be singing vive le vent and will be making mini-books to include Christmas 

vocabulary. 

  

Oughtrington CP School 
Emma Baldwin the Year Reception teacher writes  
I will be teaching my children Feliz Navidad and in Spanish club we will making cards with 
different Christmas pictures and Spanish greetings inside. 
  

St Ann's CE Primary School, Warrington 
Year 3 and 4 will be singing Petit Jesus to the tune of Frere Jacques. 
All of KS2 will be singing Joyeux Noel to the tune of London's Burning  
Year 5 will be singing Frosty the Snowman  
And Year 6 will be singing two carols Douce Nuit  and Dans la crèche  
  
Although the children won't be making cards this year, Year 5 are making a row of snowmen 
following instructions in French. 
  
And of course the whole of KS2 will be decorating their chocolate logs (les Buches de Noel) 
following French instructions seated in the hall and entertained with Christmas music and 
French carols  

  

Westbrook's independent writing 

Christine Ballance has already shared her network news for this half term and here are some 

fantastic examples of LKS2 and UKS2 independent writing linked to the class learning focus. 



   

  

 

From basic greeting in Y3 to Monet and the life of an artist in Y6 at St Ann's CE in Warrington 

Lis Williams  

 

Y3 have been learning basic greetings - how they are feeling, name and age as well as 

counting to 10 and colours. We have used the colours to explore the Firework poem and play 

with autumn leaves. I will also focus on colour when I start to look at Christmas objects. 

  

Y4 have been embedding learning from the previous year and then focused on the calendar 

and specifically seasons and months. The children interviewed their classmates in French to 

find out their birth months and then turned the data into a tally chart and bar chart to combine 

language learning with numeracy. They are currently enjoying finding out about French 

schools , labelling around school and the French for classroom items. This has involved 

playing games such as Kim's game and Beat the teacher as well as singing. 

  

Y5 and Y6 have been linking their French learning with History through the Second World War, 

including finding out the names of countries involved in French and comparing the lives of 

children in France and England. Y5 have also learned about the family and can say if they have 

brothers and sisters, how many and what they are called. 



  

Y6 have painted pictures in the style of Monet (our cultural pathway artist); they have learned 

about Monet's life and art in French and have done some writing to accompany their display. 

  

For Christmas, Y3 will be learning the French for Christmas objects and singing about Petit 

Jesus to the tune of Twinkle twinkle little star; Y4 will be comparing Christmas in England and 

France, Y5 are reading a story and acting out a play about a snowman and making a line of 

snowmen following instructions in French and Y6 are going to do a French comprehension 

and listen to the Christmas story from Ma Premiere Bible. All KS2 will be taking part in 

decorating les Buches de Noel following French instructions and joining in with French carols. 

  

Maintaining quality provision ,Language Learning News from Locking Stumps CP.  

Charlotte Dell , Language Coordinator 

 

Recently Locking Stumps changed Language Coordinators. Cath Brown left the school and 

Charlotte Dell took over the role . 

The transition has been smooth because the language learning programme was in place and 

the progress is established across both KS1 and KS2  

Locking Stumps employ a language assistant to work in each class one day a week and to 

work alongside the languages coordinator to maintain and develop the programme . 

So while Charlotte will now have her consultancy meeting with Janet Lloyd Network to 

consider assessment and how to implement quality assessment as begun by Cath Brown, 

Catherine the in class French teacher will support the class teachers to follow a programme of 

language learning and to create relevant classroom displays to celebrate learning. 

Below is their learning programme this half term 

 

Focuses this half term: 

Reception - Colours  

Y1/2 - Farm Animals 

Y3/4 - Snacks/Cafe 

Y5 - Body parts and designing a monster 

Y6 - Classroom objects/subjects 

  

All classrooms have a display that is themed to the topic. 

Christmas Activities: Christmas songs, Vive le Vent, Douce Nuit, Christmas cards 

Comedy sketch about as mystery guest with Year6 . 



  

From Year 1 to Year 6 in Spanish, St Gabriel’s RC Primary School 
Catherine Simms, 
  
         Year 1 have been practising colours and showing recall of colours of leaves for Autumn. 

They will next be learning the names of farm animals and following a story about a visit to 
a farm (En la granja) 

         Year 2 have been learning and enjoying a poem about fireworks and selected the colours 
for the poem – they enjoyed performing this for a Year 1 class! Next they will be learning 
the Spanish version of Old MacDonald had a farm (En la granja del tio Juan) and following 
a story about a visit to a farm (La Gatita Lucia en la granja) 

         Year 3 have been revisiting colours and numbers as well as doing independent recall of 
colours. Next they will be learning the days of the week, months of the year, and how to 
say their age and their birthday. Christmas celebrations will include learning a Christmas 
song 

         Year 4 have been recapping classroom objects, and identifying numbers, colours and 
instructions from Autumn story. They will next be giving instructions and directions from 
the Autumn story, looking at shops and thinking about Christmas shopping! 

         Year 5 have been recapping names of shops, and comparing shopping habits in Spain and 
UK. They will go on to ask and answer where shops are giving appropriate directions, look 
at possible Christmas presents and make a Christmas list 

         Year 6 have briefly looked at shops and attractions in a town. They will go on to look at a 
typical house in Spain, including names of rooms, what it’s like to grow up in Spain and 
compare to growing up in their town, and finish with a festive sketch about a mystery 
guest who turns up to a Christmas meal… 

 

  

A busy Christmas half term at St Vincent's Catholic Primary  

GilI Higgins (teaching assistant and deliverer of spanish across the school works with 

alongside the Languages Coordinator Maria Harding) 

 

This half term is very busy in school , with the build up to Christmas . Gill writes ... 

I started teaching the whole school a Christmas carol, En el silencio, the first week back after 

half term! 

KS2 are singing the first verse. FS and KS1 are singing the second and they're all singing the 

third. All with actions to support their learning, to enhance their performance and to enable 

their audience to understand what's going on. We're debating whether to have one of the more 

confident children ( at the children's own suggestion), telling the parents at the concert, the 

meaning of the carol before they begin to sing. So far so good anyway! They're all doing really 

well and the staff are being very supportive in practising in between my weekly visits. 

We have a common themed display in all, except Year 5/6 classes, of an autumnal tree of 

coloured leaves. The children have been learning six colours each week through songs and 

games and the leaves are there now, as a constant visual aid. The trees are a bright splash of 

colour in the classrooms on these dismal, rainy days too!  

KS1 and lower KS2 are extending their greetings knowledge and personal information 



language and at the end of the month, we'll be including "Navidad " focuses within the 

learning that, along with some traditional Christmas activities. 

 

Upper KS2 have started learning directions with a street map I've made. They have asked that I 

include lots of other places in my little town, like a cinema, a bowling alley etc. With directions, 

the children are learning some basic ordinal numbers too, the second street on the left etc. 

 

Winwick CE Primary School: Making progress in French across KS2  

French language teacher, Janet Wallbank supported by Languages Coordinator , Kim 

Common 

 

In Year 3 the children are just beginning their French learning journey. So far we have had 

an introduction to France/French. We’ve looked at introductions/greetings and numbers 

to 12 . 

It's the second year of French language learning for Year 4 and we always have a  general 

recap on intros/greetings from last year.Now we are looking at numbers up to 49 (through 

games , songs, stories and visuals) which they have really enjoyed- particularly looking for 

patterns . 

With Year 5 and Year 6 at the moment we began the year  consolidating and building on 

general greetings etc. but Y5 are now  looking at the geography of France (compass points, 

au bord de la mer etc) which will lead on to their main topic of life in a French town which 

I am covering next term.  

Y6 can now count to 100 and I did the Comment Faire Un Sorcier spell with them at 

Halloween. I had to adapt the JLN  lesson plan a little and got them using French/English 

dictionaries to find the nouns. We then discussed plurals and feminine/masculine.  I am 

hoping to carry out the other grammar activities from JLN with this year group  later  in 

the year. We will be looking at the time in Yr 6 next week. They already know O’Clock so 

will be learning half past, quarter to and past. 

With all our year groups we have cultural focuses . the first was the map of France and 

places we might visit . The whole school display has been a huge success. The backing of 

the display is a French flag and the children in Yr 5&6  designed a poster to put on it telling 

me what France means to them e.g. what food do they think of?, any famous French 

people, places etc. It looks really effective. It also has in the middle a cut out map of 

France  which the children decorated with names of places, etc. 



At harvest time to fit in with our  school's celebrations , we all learned about grape 

harvests in France and practised simple songs. 

In December there will be my Xmas Quiz with Yr3 which tells them about life in France at 

Xmas and with the other year groups we will sing some songs and use my La Jolie Ronde 

Joyeux Noel activity booklet.  

 

Broomfields CP School Year 4 French 

Kate Sinclair, Y4 Class Teacher  

 

 

Year 4 have learnt about the differences between French and British approaches to Halloween 

and have looked at Bonfire Night poems. The focus was onomatopoeic words (Boum 

badaboum!) which we compared with English onomatopoeic words (Bang bang bang!) and 

using colours and key verbs (glissent, brillent) to describe the fireworks.   

We are now working on our link with our school in Dijon and learning the various different 

shops and amenities that can be found there including the very specific Magasin de la 

moutarde! 

  

Here is the poem Kate created to practise the onomatopoeic sounds and the key verbs in 

French  

Evelyn Street CP School, staff and language assistant working together to create meaningful 

learning across KS1 and KS2 

Ana Garcia, Associate Language Assistant 

 

 Reception has been working on a lovely traditional Spanish song " Debajo un boton" and performed in 

front of the whole school first time and this was in Spanish!  

 Year 1 is learning farm animals and starting Old Mcdonald had a farm in Spanish. We also have a 

challenge with numbers, we are learning how to count to 20 in Spanish before Christmas! 

 Year 2 is working on a performance "Ricitos de oro y los tres osos" (Goldilocks and the three bears) . We 

are also learning animals and sizes (big-medium-small) 

 Year 3 is making a big calendar in Spanish where they will record their own birthdays. They are learning 

a new question about themselves,  how to say their birthdays, so now they can use up to 8 questions and 

give up to 8 answers!  

 Year 4/5 is learning shop names. They are making big signs for their shops and we will go pretend 

"shopping" in a couple of weeks,where they are not allowed to speak English, like a traditional Spanish 

market, even using euros! 

 Year 5/6 is learning names of places in town. they are designing a big city, making a map with Spanish 

labels and we will practice directions, how to move around the city and not get lost! ( left-right-second on 

the left- cross the bridge....) 
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And also, because it's Christmas half term the year, we also get to practice a Spanish 

Christmas Carol and write Christmas cards to our link school in Spain. (and translate the ones 

we get from them!)  

  

KS1 French at St Philips CE 

Rachel Rudd writes 

  

This half term in KS1, we are focussing on: 

 greetings ,   

 numbers and linking these to nocturnal animals as this is our school project.  

KS1 are looking for Christmas carols in French to practise with all of KS1 as part of the carol 

concert. 

Rachel might consider one of the following carols  

 

  

Douce nuit, sainte nuite 

Christmas Carol Site 

  

Callands CP School, a whole KS2 focus  

Clare Bootland, Primary Languages Co-ordinator   

This term, the school has been looking at places in their French language learning 

The focus for this half term will be our local area and where we live. 

Last half term  we created a a fantastic  display for European Languages day.It's now in 

our entrance hall with flags from all the classes.The children loved finding out about 

flags! 

Year 5 have made Carte d'itenties and have put them on display in their class room. 

  

Alderman Bolton CP School  

Emilie Woodruffe, 

 Reception: Children are just starting with French this half-term and will be learning a greeting song, 

saying what they're called and learn some colours 

 Year 1: Revisiting colours and numbers through the 'Autumn' story - a pretend walk in the forest.Learn 

some farm animals and singing along ' Dans la ferme a Mathurin' (Old McDonald had a farm) 
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 Year 3: Revisiting colours and numbers through the 'Autumn' story - a pretend walk in the forest. 

Practing classroom instructions and giving commands through gamesLearning days of the week with 

Uki, Learning all about Christmas in France  

 Year 4 

Revisiting colours and numbers through the 'Autumn' story - a pretend walk in the forest. 

Practing classroom instructions and giving commands through game Learning about shops and 

presents I might like to buy  

 Year 4 are excited about sending their first letter to their French penpals and looking foward receiving 

'Happy New Year' cards in January !  

 Year 5: Revisting shops and giving simple directions to answer the question : Where is... the 

bakery/stadium/etc.? Buying entrance tickets to places and making conversation Making a Christmas 

present list   

 Year 6 Revisting shops, simple directions and learning about the similarities and differences about 

growing up in Picardie/Warrington, What's inside the house? Learning, practicing and performing a 

Christmas sketch 

French language, grammar and creative focuses from Year 2 to Year 6 this half term at 

Westbrook Old Hall CP School  

Christine Ballance, Primary Languages Coordinator 

Yr 2: Colours, rainbows and saying which colours we like (verb to like), using Uki colours 

book; rainbow song to the tune of London's Burning and the Grand Monstre Vert book. 

Yr 3: Continuing food, Berthe the witch makes a pizza (story), our own mad pizza design and 

filmed restaurant role play (I like, I don't like, I would like...) 

Yr 4: Clothes, including colours, verbs to put on and to wear, when we wear which clothes 

(school, holidays, weekends), Red Riding Hood story on Tout-le-monde & our own fashion 

show to the music of Plastique Bertrand! 

Yr 5: Continuing with telling the time in French and using this to say when we do/play our 

sports & our daily routine - getting up, eating lunch, watching TV, going to bed, etc. (including 

reflexive verbs se laver, se lever, etc). Year 5 created fabulous display work based upon the 

sports they play and do and why they like the sports. 

Yr 6: We have read Grand monstre vert and are now  continuing to  describe ourselves and our 

friends (can they guess who is being described?) .Year 6 have been working here on adjective 

position and agreements and have created a Grand monstre vert display of their own monster 

designs. Later this month we will start "Ma ville", all about where we live and directions to 

places (turn left, straight on, etc) so we don't get lost in France! 

For Christmas it's a school tradition that  all the children will make a French Christmas 

card   This year it will be a reindeer, made by tracing around a foot (for the face) and a hand 

(for the antlers)  The instructions are in French and there will be a speech bubble saying 

"Joyeux Noël"  

We will read the Tout-le-monde story about a snowman, which the children enjoy and we look 

at Christmas in France. 

We will practise our French Christmas song which is from La Jolie Ronde this year : "Youpi! 

C'est le Père Noël."  This will form part of the school Christmas assembly. 

Progress in language lessons supported by reinforcement through home learning 

opportunities at St Philips CE 

French teacher and coordinator Sam Snodgrass 

This half term we are first focusing on calendars in Year 3, Classroom Objects in Year 4 and 

Town and Shops in UKS2.   



Year 4s have made classroom objects posters for home learning which are to be displayed in 

their classrooms.  

In UKS2 our recent displays have been on opinions about school subjects and the differences 

between French and English schools (children also made powerpoint presentations on this for 

their home learning).  

We have also just finished a mini topic on Autumn where the children wrote what they liked 

about Autumn on leaf shapes. This gave the more able children a chance to draw on previous 

learning by adding more description (for example the different colours of leaves) to make 

interesting sentences.  

As for Christmas, we will be learning some Christmas Carols in French, e.g. Douce Nuit, Sainte 

Nuit, and some of our Christmas activities will include making French labelled Christmas 

decorations and retelling the Nativity story in French, using little Nativity puppets. 

 

Establishing language learning links with Spanish and German link schools 
Ian Thomas and Cronton CE children are really enjoying establishing and further enhancing language 

learning projects with their Spanish and German link schools. 

I have just started a project with our partner school I'm Avila, Spain. Our year 3 children have only just 
started learning Spanish so I wanted a project that was simple. We have agreed to exchange weather 
information. Each week I email the teacher in Avila with a brief summary of what the weather has been 
like in Croton over the past week, in Spanish. She sends a weekly summary of the weather to me each 
weekend. This is in English. We put the information on a sheet to compare the two places. The Cronton 
children are really enjoying it, as they have a photograph taken each day with the weather which we send 
to Spain. We also learnt the weather phrases with actions. It's all gone well so far. Below is a photo of the 
class display. 
  

 

In German with year 6 we are beginning to get ready for the trip to Moers next May. We are working on 

descriptions of ourselves with a view to writing an introductory letter to the school. We will also be 

looking at schools, subjects, asking for food and drink, and directions - the children going to Germany 

will be doing a treasure hunt around the town of Moers.  

Cinnamon Brow CE and French language learning this half term 
A report from Karen Roloone  

(Karen is one of the school’s TAs plus she delivers the French in school each week . Over the last 4 

years Karen has attended regular French Upskilling with Emilie Woodruffe to enhance her French 



knowledge . She works alongside the Languages Coordinator and teacher Rachel Hart to develop and 

monitor the language learning programme in school) 

  
Cinnamon Brow CE have mixed age classes and therefore run a two year rolling programme of French 
language learning in LKS2 and UKS2  
So for example this half term the Y5/6 classes are focussing on towns and directions and making simple 
conversations 
And the Y3/4 classes are looking at classroom instructions and linking their learning to the months and 
numbers 
All of KS2 will look at shopping for gifts in French at Christmas. LK2 and UKS2 will have different levels 
of activities . 
The whole school usually performs a carol in French in their Christmas service and this year it could , 
possibly be Silent Night t although Karen says this is still up for discussion amongst the staff 
The school has a Y6 G+T group of language learners and they have been busy working on our Drama 
and Grammar trial using the set of lessons based  around “Making a wizard” with our Y6 G&T group 
The rhymes and poems the group create  will be one area for display in school this half term and all Y5 
and Y6 will be generating a French display based on their work about towns.  
Karen promises to share the pictures of the displays  with us on the blog once the displays are finished 
 

Christmas Carol Singing in the community with a fundraising purpose  
St Bridget’s Catholic Primary School - Languages Coordinator: Wendy de Corte  

The school choir will be practising for their annual Christmas Carol singing in the community . The choir 

raises more to support the school’s work around Peace and Conflict and their link school visit for 8 

children and 3 staff to Northern Ireland and their link protestant school.  

This year the children will add a French flavour to their carol singing and will be practising with Wendy – 

choir teacher too! –  French carols from this Christmas carol advent calendar .Why French carols? Well 

the school hopes to be able to support 8 children and 3 teachers from UKS2 when they visit their new 

link school in Calais, France !! 

Christmas carol advent calendar 

 le noel de jazz  - The children will definitely be singing number 4 from the advent calendar and 

Wendy will be using the song from the site  

and the following You tube clip to help her prepare the children. 

le noel de jazz  

 

Bruche CP KS1 Christmas preparations 

The children at Bruche CP School have begun to practise their performances for their 

Christmas celebrations in Spanish  

Nursery and Reception are practising the Spanish version of Twinkle Twinkle Little Star . Each 

week in their Spanish lesson the children revisit the lines of the song they already know and 

practise a new line to the song. 

If you are a network member click here for some KS1 Christmas resources  

They are adding actions and will perform the song for their parents in the KS1 Christmas 

assembly . 

Year 2 are practising their performance of Goldilocks and the Three  Bears . All the children   
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will take part in the simple story telling of the traditional tale and some children have been  

given very special roles as Papa , Mama and Bebe Oso and Ricitos de oro . They are busy 

practising the key phrases and learning the key parts of the story so that they can perform this 

as their Christmas play to the parents and other children in KS1. It’s a very simple version of 

the story but the children are loving it!  

Here is a wonderful You Tube version of the Spanish story “I habia una vez Ricito de oro y los 

tres osos!” 

 I habia una vez Ricito de oro y los tres osos 

  

My Town Your Town : A Sharing Project with a link school in Spain 

St Oswald’s Catholic Primary School - Anne Marie Roberts (Languages Coordinator) 

 

Year 4 at St Oswald’s are linking their core language learning during November about the town , with an 

cultural project that they have established with their link school in the Basque region of Spain . My Town 

Your Town is the key focus for the project .  

Parents and  children  have been invited through the school newsletter to bring into school photographs of 

their local area – shops , the park , building that are important in Warrington etc and they are compiling a 

zigzag book of photos and pictures with simple descriptive phrases about the local area . They hope to 

receive a similar zigzag book from their  Spanish link school. 

Anne Marie says that the children will be practising their use of adjectives to describe the buildings and 

looking at the position of adjective after the noun in the target language. The children will link this learning 

to their creative work based on the Town and the Country Mouse story and performance (link to the work 

on cross curricular page of Town and Country Mouse JLN members only) 

Learning languages as part of the Creative Curriculum  
 At Oughtrington CP School Year 6 have linked the topic of the "plague" to body parts and illness and 
saying what's wrong. 
The children have learned and joined in 'Ring a ring of roses' in French: 
'Anneau, anneau de roses, les poches pleines de fleurs, atchoum, atchoum, 
nous tombons tous par terre.' 
The class have also spent time creating simple role plays about illness, but they have had to remember 
to add or demonstrate certain key components of quality language learning to gain team points. Best 
team wins! 
The team planning and rehearsals of the role plays had to show that they had tried out different 
conjunctions to extend their sentences and that all the team had worked upon memory skills to be able 
to deliver their role plays to the class from memory. Teams were awarded points for quality 
pronunciation and intonation and remembering voice inflection when asking a question. The rest of the 
class decided upon the scores! 
 
St Lewis Catholic Primary School, a school French market with help from 
colleagues and children from KS4  at Culcheth High School 
Last Wednesday we turned St Lewis' into a French Market.We were helped by Jan Porteous 
(Head of MFL at Culcheth) and 15 Y10 students who offered to be our stall holders. 
Each class had their own stall and created an activity to go with it. For example Y5 had the pet 
shop bringing in 'old' stuffed toys to sell and when they were out at 'the market ' other classes 
were timetabled to visit their classroom and they made animal masks. 
We had an ice-cream stall, bread shop, toy stall, fruit and veg and a 1 Euro stall! 
All with activities to match back in classrooms. 
We discussed the language in advance and practised it at both schools. 
All the children had ten euros to spend and some even gave money to a busker who had set 
up playing French songs! 



As ever everyone was dressed in red, white and blue and oneY2 boy said 'this is the best day 
of my life' 
 

Burtonwood Community Primary School, a whole school language learning 

start to th new academic year. 

Claire Witherington, Languages Coordinator, writes that the school celebrated 

across KS1 and KS2 the European Day of Languages. Each class practised 

language learning and all the children learned how to greet other children in a 

variety of foreign languages. The whole school assembly allowed the children 

to share their learning with each other.  

St Elphins, linking language learning with the whole school topic of “Values” 

The idea of the kite flying originated in a meeting between the language coordinator Frances Nunn and 

Janet Lloyd last year and became a focus for lots of schools in the network this September.  
The staff practised the language they would need to work on a whole school focus of kites and celebrations 

in a July CPD session with Janet and Emilie Woodruffe. 
This September the school focused upon the kite festival in Berck sur plage, Normandy and every child made 

and decorated kites and were encouraged to decorate the kites with what they hoped to learn about in 

foreign language learning this academic year.  
The children also considered the international nature of the kite festival and investigated a range of 

European languages, learning how to count or sing in languages such as Polish, Hungarian and Latvian. 

Latvian is the first language of a number of the children attending the school. 

My Star , samples of work and progression 

At Ravenbank CP School, the language coordinator, Donna Foster has set up a system across the school 

called “My Star”. The teachers share three differentiated pieces of work from their class per half term.  
This can be a spoken example , a written example, photographic evidence of participation to fit in with their 

developing evidence recording of progression .Donna reports that the the teachers are proud of the pieces 

they select and very happy to collect this evidence, show Donna and have acknowledgement for the class’ 

work! 

St Luke’s Catholic Primary School Prescot 

This year Ruth Heneghan the language coordinator and Emilie Woodruffe, the school’s language assistant, 

are developing opportunities for both direct and indirect teaching and learning in French. 
Role play area’s for shopping, money and maths have been established in the school.  
Year 6 are being encouraged to practise simple mathematical statements during their Maths lesson trying to 

converse in French. 
Art the start of the year the school held a French Day to welcome Emilie to the school and re-launch their 

language learning. There was themed –blue, red, white- dress up day , an assembly about France , children 

created French menus for the day and they made a French Art Gallery – creating work in the style of French 

artists. 

European Day of Languages at Culcheth CP School 

Gill Coon organised a French and foods from Europe celebration day for European Day of Languages.  
As usual every class learned French as part of their normal timetabled language learning and participated in 

simple stories and rhymes about kites and making kites. Outside of normal language learning time, each 

class undertook a cooking project - pain au raisin, Greek parcels, Sauerkraut, pizzas, croissants etc. The 

classes also investigated the culture of the countries in Europe and listened and joined in with authentic 

rhymes and songs and investigated games from the European countries they had focussed upon. 
The school shared the food they had made and each class was able to sample all the dishes and because it 



was a beautiful day went outside for s French picnic and to play the games from the European countries. Gill 

says “it was a great day !” 

Spooky goings on at Rainford CE 

Steph Stewart, language coordinator at Rainford CE finished the half term with some spooky language 

learning. This included learning language with the children that they thought described the actions of a 

ghost or a witch etc. The children played games with the language and then drew and labelled their own 

haunted houses. Steph says the children loved it and were keen to ask for and find extra language to label 

additional items that they had thought of in their spooky haunted houses!!! 
St Margaret’s CE, European Day of Languages Challenges 
The new language coordinator at St Margaret’s CE, Kate Westbrook, alongside their language assistant Haley 

Pilkington planned a magnificent day and follow up assembly to engage all the staff in foreign language 

learning. Early in September, staff attended a French CPD session with Janet Lloyd and Haley Pilkington, and 

Kate organised with all teachers their language celebration activities and supported them with the 

resourcing etc. 
All morning was spent practising French language, creating kites and reading as a class and discussing the 

“French pen friend  letter” each class had received via Miss Westbrook. The class was able to learn 

interesting facts from these letters about France and French culture. 

In the afternoon, the children split into phases and each phase focussed  on a European country near to 

France 
YR – France  
Y1 and Y2 – Spain 
Y3 and Y4 – Italy  
Y5 – Spain 
Y6 – France  
The children spent the afternoon investigating the culture , food and country . All the classes practised in the 

target language of the country the song of frère Jacques. 
The following Monday, there was a whole school afternoon assembly .The whole school watched part of the 

If the World were a village clip from You Tube. The school watched a video recording of the events of the 

special languages’ day in school,, winners of the kite competition were announced from each class and the 

whole school sang a round of frère Jacques  - each class singing in the target language that they had 

practised on the languages’ day. 

At Westbrook Old Hall School, we are holding a Maori Language Week next week;  
To coincide with the European Language Week and the Rugby League World 
Cup.  In the past the school has done Italian, Spanish, German and French 
weeks but this year the school is  all learning Maori from one of the  Year 2 
teachers.  Every class will be looking at Maori patterns, hearing Maori legends 
and history and looking at other aspects of New Zealand.  
 
The week will culminate in a final assembly on the Friday afternoon with each year group 
presenting their special take on Maori culture, language and customs: 
 
Year 2 will welcome the Reception children to the school Marai in the traditional way and sing 
a "Hello" song 
Year 6 will perform a Haka 
Year 5 will present a drama of the Maori legend of How Maui tamed the Sun 
Year 3 will sing a song in Maori about Poi whilst some of them showcase their talent with Poi 
Year 1 will present their Maori patterns 
Year 4 will present a drama of the legend of Rata's canoe 
The celebration will finish with the whole school singing "Pokarekare Ana" in Maori, including 
the appropriate hand movements 
 



On the Friday, the children are invited to wear clothes in the traditional Maori colours of black, 
white and red. 

European Day of Languages at Alderman Bolton CP  

Alderman Bolton CP are continuing again this year with their successful parent and carer 

shared learning activities in French to celebrate European Day of Languages . 

KS1 and KS2 parents and carers  have been invited in to school to participate in their 

children's French lessons this week and then to celebrate their success in a whole school 

assembly!  

  

Here is the timetable for the morning Alderman Bolton - European Day.doc 

  

Appleton Thorn CP School and Cathy Taylor have started the year in language learning very 

creatively again. 

Here is what some of the year groups have been up to: 

1.      I have used the story of the Pied Piper as a starting point into learning German in Y3 & 

now we have numbered cone-shaped, wiggly-tailed mice with floppy ears running down the 

corridor from a Pied Piper display. 

2.      European Languages Week is upon us & I managed to find (on the web) a fabulous but 

simple song saying ‘Hello’ in lots of languages. This is the focus for our Languages Day this 

year. It ties in beautifully with International Rugby Week (next week) when the classes will be 

looking at the homelands of the various teams. 

3.   Y6 who learn French, will be studying the Greeks soon. We will become Language 

Detectives to work on several myths (written in French). We will use our knowledge of 

cognates, near-cognates & prior learning & the use of dictionary skills to understand what is 

written. We will describe characters in simple form. 

4.   Y1 have named their personal French airline ticket, chosen their 'pilote de ligne' & have 

flown to Paris (only in the classroom!) &  have watched a PowerPoint about Paris. 

  

Fantastic clip for European Day of Languages week 

On You tube there is a version of a wonderful book called " If the World were a Village"  

I think this would be a fantastic clip to share with the UKS2 children in school as a target 

language clip  all about countries where children come from and the languages they speakThe 

language is slow enough in my opinion for the children to hear numbers and countries in the 

target language clips of the same story. 
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You can find the English You tube clip  too to share with other year groups on KS2  

  

  If the World were a village - French 

 If the World were a village - Spanish 

European Languages Day at Latchford CE  

Tina Charnley the Languages Coordinator at  Latchford CE Primary writes: 

We celebrated European Day of Languages today as Jose, our Language Assistant, was with 

us.  

Following the JLN  theme of kites we divided the children and worked them in split age 

classes to encourage collaborative working which is one of our school goals this year.  

We began the day with an Assembly to introduce the theme of how important language is, how 

often another accent can cause confusion and how lucky we are to be able to learn another 

language.  

We had children from Greece, Thailand, India, Poland and Russia to show us how to say some 

basics in their native languages and we used some of our children to demonstrate their 

confidence in Spanish. 

The children all worked on some literacy, Spanish and maths in the morning, watching kite 

festivals from Valencia as well and then in the afternoon they all made a kite. 

Jose adapted lesson activities to the requests from the teachers regarding how they wanted 

the Spanish lesson to go and was actively involved making kites with all the different ages.  

Ana also came into school and worked in reception where her help was very much 

appreciated-30 children making kites!!!  

The day ended with our own parade of kites and kite flying.  

It was a very enjoyable day and the children learnt a lot about working together, new Spanish 

vocab and got to know their Profesor much better. A great day!  

 

Barrowhall's Spanish Themed European Day of Languages 
Barrowhall celebrated Euopean Day of Languages and used this as an opportunity for the 
whole school to celebrate the new language learning year of Spanish!Robert, the languages 
coordinator was delighted with how well is all went...... There was  Flamenco and Zumba 
dancing, a taste of French, Spanish and Russian lessons.A special Flamenco dancer and 
Spanish teacher, organised by the Spanish Ministry of Education, came in to teach the 
children too! And an added bonus was a wonderful mum of a new pupil in Year 6 who is 
Spanish , who offered her services for the day to help the children with their Spanish 
activities!  
Natalio Ormeno from the Spanish Ministry of Education delivered a  cultural presentation and 
the school had  a special European themed school dinner. Some classes had food tasting and 
all the children learned "Heads Shoulders Knees and Toes, using Take 10 materials to show 
the children in school other children who could sing and perform rhymes in Spanish! Robert 
says it was an exhausting day but the children loved it! 
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Cross Curricular Language Learning at St Ann’s CE Warrington this Autumn 
This term, Years 5 and 6 are studying the Second World War. We have taken the opportunity of looking at the main 
countries involved and their French names (including discussion of masculine and feminine). In addition, we have 
investigated the differences in the lives of a child in France and in England during the war, played some matching 

games and done some reading and written work.The Year 6 artist on our Cultural Pathway is Claude 
Monet and we are finding out about his life and style of painting in French. The children will be 
painting pictures in the style of Monet and we will write about him for a class display.In 
December, we will be repeating our very successful making of “Les Bûches de Noël”, for all 
KS2, with instructions in French. Making Yule Logs is a traditional activity at St Ann’s, but last 
year was the first time the children had to listen for and understand French instructions – all 
were extremely enthusiastic! We have taken Farming in Africa as a theme for our Harvest this 
year. A whole school project is focusing on Africa and we are planning to include some French 
versions of African traditional tales. 

Thelwall Juniors European Day of Languages and website record 

Susan Robinson, Headteacher at Thelwall Juniors writes: 

 

We had a great day last week for European Languages day.  

All classes spent the whole day looking at different languages, all the children dressed up in 
costume, tasted and made food from the different countries and learnt different songs which 
we then presented in an assembly to parents and friends.  

We had an Italian lunch too!  

As a bonus we charged them £1 to come in costume and gave the families coffee and cakes 
for donations and raised £265 for Macmillan.  

If you are interested have a look at the school blog where there are videos and pictures of the 
day 

  http://kidblog.org/Thelwalllife/  

http://www.thelwalljuniorschool.org.uk/site 

  

Super Heroes and simple language with Y3/4  at Barrowhall 

Joanne Hornby, Spanish language teacher writes:  

The Year 3/4 Creative Curriculum this term at my school is 'Superheroes'. To link in with this 
topic, who else better to introduce the children to than the superb Speedy Gonzales! We 
watched him in action in a cartoon and were amazed at how much Spanish we could hear and 
recognise. 

I have put together a Superhero song which we sing at the start of our class.  The children 
have become their own versions of Speedy Gonzales by superimposing their faces on his, 
completing the look with nose and whiskers! They have tried a spot of writing by introducing 
themselves in a speech bubble. 
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We have played the Speedy Gonzales Speed game to practice saying our feelings and the 
children are very 'speedy' at tidying away when I prompt them with a '¡ándale ándale arriba 
arriba!' 

  

Somos Los Superheroes.m4a 

  

  

Pirates at Oughtrington CP  

As part of Y5 Spanish beginners language learning the children are using their Creative 
Curriculum theme of pirates to explore simple language 

Have a listen to the song about "pirata pedro"  

They are exploring simple facial features of pirates and generating names for pirates and 
pirate face masks . 

Below if you are a network member you can access Claire Deprez's lesson plans and the 
"Making a pirate mask" instructions power point in Spanish and also in French, German and 
Spanish ....and we have put put the pirate song into French too . . 

Pirata Pedro.m4a 

  Pirate Personalities (network members only) 

  

Yesterday, St Augustine’s, Warrington celebrated European Languages Day.  
Each class worked all day on a topic in French and presented their new knowledge and skills 
to the rest of the school in an afternoon assembly. 

St Augustine’s Catholic Primary: Letting everyone know that this school loves learning 
French! 
Emma, the Languages Coordinator from At Augustine’s Catholic Primary has just sent this 
report of her fabulous whole school “Let’s celebrate our French language learning day !“ all 
part of the European Day of Languages celebrations. Here’s what the school and the different 
year groups did and then click on the link below and see how Emma reported this in a 
newsletter to parents ! What a fantastic way to advertise children’s successful language 
learning! 

Reception class learned how to say ‘hello’ and began to recognise the French words for 

colours. They played lots of games to help them with this. 

Year 1 enjoyed a French picnic. They have learned some new French vocabulary for food. 

Year 2 had a great time learning all about the French words for farm animals. They performed a 
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song for the rest of the school. 

Year 3 were fit and active learning many French words for sports, and they were able to use 

their French skills to tell the assembly that they liked it. 

In Year 4, the children could use their knowledge of French vocabulary for colours and parts of 

the face to describe the pictures they had created.    

Art was the focus for Year 5. They studied Claude Monet and recreated his art. They were then 

able to use their French to name the obects they had painted and the colours they had used.  

Year 6 became weather forecasters for the day. They presented the world weather to the whole 

school. Moreover, they sang about it! 

St Augustines Newsletter to Parents.pdf 

Callands Primary School, embracing language learning 

Having recently joined the Janet Lloyd Network this was a great opportunity to involve the 

whole school in promoting our new French programme. 

All year groups enthusiastically tackled making a wide variety of kites! We had stained glass 

window kites, to collage kites.  The children all enjoyed learning new vocabulary, and it 

highlighted gaps in their knowledge which I could quickly address. 

As a school we have adapted Janet’s long term plan to ensure that each existing year group 

starts from the same point, plugging any gaps in their knowledge. 

The staff have loved having a comprehensive scheme to follow, and have requested more 

dedicated language days!  I frequently hear from my colleagues telling me how much their 

pupils are enjoying speaking French and singing French songs. 

A great start to the new year! 

Clare Bootland, French Co-ordinator, Callands 
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